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In the first half of the 17th century the church council insisted 
in the building of a new church, because the number of people in 
the city had grown and there were not enough churches. The city 
council agreed and bought some land near the Lange Mare. The 
location of the Lange Mare was probably chosen because of the 
new quarter in the north of the city. The Marekerk was to be one 
of the first churches in Holland built especially for Protestant 
services. 

Arent van ’s Gravensande, the city architect and the designer 
of the Lakenhal (Oude Singel 28) and the Bibliotheca Thysiana 
(Rapenburg 25), made a design of the church. It was plain that he 
preferred the Dutch Classic style.

Building the church was to be a rather risky task because the 
Marekerk would be the first Dutch church with a domed roof. 
During the later stages of the design, he asked advice from his 
former teacher, Jacob van Campen. Van Campen, who also had 
designed the “Paleis op de Dam” (Amsterdam), made some 
modifications to the design: the number of windows was reduced 
and a large entrance hall was included. 

On August 30, 1639, they started to place the 4000 piles on 
which the church is rests. Almost a month later the first stone 
was placed by the eldest son of the mayor. To remind future 
generations of this church, the date of building and the names 
of the founders were placed in the foundation of the church. 
Additionally, a copper coin bearing a picture of the new church 
was placed under each of the eight columns.

In 1646 Arent van ’s Gravensande made a maquette of the 
construction of the cupola. This maquette can still be seen in the 
Lakenhal Museum.

The pulpit was copied from the classic style pulpit of the Nieuwe 
Kerk in Haarlem. Typically for a Protestant design, the church did 
not have an alter. The pulpit became literally the liturgical centre 
of the church and in October 1649 acoustic tests were made to 
determine the best place for the pulpit. On February 17th, 1649 
the building was solemnly handed over to the council of the 
church of Leiden. Finally, in 1659 the main sandstone entrance 
was completed.

History
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The building has an octagonal floor area and consists of a high 
middle section which is divided from the lower section by eight 
Ionic columns.

The middle section has big, rounded arch windows and is called 
the lantern. The part of the dome just above the lantern is 
considerably flatter on the inside than the curvature on the 
outside. Between these two parts of the dome there is a web of 
beams and stairs to the tower. 
The octagonal tower has two levels: the first level consists of the 
clock and the second level consists of an open section containing 
a bell. Above the bell is a golden pineapple, a symbol of eternity. 
Above the pineapple are the city arms, topped with an angel 
bearing a trumpet.

The height of the church including the pineapple is 55 m. The 
width between the walls is 29,5 m.; the height from the center 
to the golden clock is 29,5 m. The gilded clock (that you can see 
looking up in the middle of the church) has a diameter of 3,25 
m.! The lantern has a diameter of 17 m. The height of the arched 
windows in the lantern is 7 m.

The church is maid mainly of brick. However Bentheimer 
sandstone was used for the decoration of the main entrance and 
the Ionic columns.

The cupola is made of wood. On the cupola rests the tower 
of 120.000 kg. The architect succeeded in making a hidden 
construction of crossbars (80 cm high and 50 cm thick) above 
the ceiling. The roof of the dome is covered with lead and slate.  
The four entrances are made of oak and are decorated with 
woodcarvings.

The church has eight chandeliers (made in 1930): seven of them 
are attached between the columns. The chandeliers between the 
columns each have a weight of 450 kg. The eighth chandelier is 
attached to the golden clock and weighs 650 kg.  The pulpit is 
made of oak, with banisters of copper in the shape of twine. 

After World War II, it was found that the supporting construction 
of the tower had started to decay. The dome had flattened out 
25cm in a short period of time and was in danger of collapsing. 
Therefore, a ring of concrete was installed to prevent the dome 
to collapse. 

Measuring the church Material
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The organ has a history of its own. The upperpart originally 
comes from the Pieterskerk (Leiden). In the Pieterskerk there 
was both a large and a small organ.

The famous builder of organs, Jan van Covelens, worked on 
the smaller one in 1529. Some indications are found that the 
organbuilder Pieter de Swart restored the organ considerably 
in 1566. In 1629 the organ was rebuilt by Jan Jacobszn. van 
Lin. Around 1680 the organbuilder Van Duyschot made some 
substantial modifications of the instrument.

The organ was moved to the Marekerk in 1733 and was enlarged 
in 1735 by the organbuilder Rudolph Garrels. By 1781 Hendrick 
Hess has repaired and restored the instrument. Between 1869 
and 1872 the organ was altered again by the organbuilders N.A. 
Lohman and J. Schaaffeld. The latest extension was made in 1965 
by the organbuilder D.A. Flentrop. The organ has 29 voices, 
divided over three claviers.

The escutcheons on the organ are those of the masters of the 
church since 1733.

In the tower hang three bells.

The oldest bell was made in 1647 and has a diameter of 202 cm. 
It is decorated with the city arms (the keys) and the coats of 
arms of the members of the council.

The second bell was made in 1661 and has a diameter of 67 cm. 
This bell has a crack.

The third bell was made in 1663 and has a diameter of 98,5 
cm. Each clock has its own inscription including its year of 
manufacture.

Rental

It is also possible to hire the church. The Marekerk is very 
suitable for concerts. For more information about hiring the 
church, please contact email: info@hooglandsekerk.com.

The bellsThe organ
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Since the founding of the church in 1649, there has been a service 
every Sunday. Nowadays, each Sunday the congregation comes 
together in this ancient building to listen to what God is saying 
to them, to sing and to pray together, and to meet each other in 
a warm and welcoming place.

Each year the Marekerk offers the Alpha course, which is an 
introductory course for people who want to hear more about 
the Gospel. Sometimes special Alpha services are held on Sundays 
for people who are enquiring about the Lord. It is also possible 
to join smaller bible groups to discuss the Gospel.

On Saturday the Marekerk is often open to public between 14.00 
am and 16.00 pm. Admission is free. 

The community comes together on Sundays at 10 am and 5 pm. 
You can also find more information about our church on our 
website: www.marekerk.nl 

You are most welcome!  

The Marekerk nowadays


